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DRAFT Delta Protection Commission Meeting 

Thursday, January 21, 2016 
  

Sacramento Elk’s Lodge #6 
6446 Riverside Blvd., Sacramento CA 95831 

 
 

 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE AGENDA 
 
1.  Call to Order/Flag Salute 

 Acting Chair Elliott called the meeting to order at 5:45 p.m. and initiated the flag 
salute. 

 
2.   Roll Call 

 Present: Commissioners Elliott, Ferguson, Scriven, van Loben Sels, Gillies, White, 
Ferrara, Eddy and Nakanishi. Subsequent to the roll call, Commissioner Nottoli arrived 
at 5:54 p.m.  Absent (with no alternate present): Chair Piepho, Vice Chair Thomson, 
Commissioners Cabaldon, Richardson and Villegas. A quorum was established with 
nine Commissioners present. 

 
3.  Welcome and Public Comment.  Opportunity for the Public to Address the 

 Commission Regarding Items Not on the Agenda 
 
Commissioner Elliott welcomed the other members of the Commission, staff, and 
audience.  He asked for public comment and there was none.  

 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
4.  Approval of November 19, 2015 Meeting Minutes 
 

MOTION:  It was moved by Commissioner Ferrara and seconded by Commissioner 
Eddy to approve the November 19, 2015 meeting minutes with the following revision:  
“The best available data in science” revised to, “The best available data and science.”  
In a voice vote, the motion carried unanimously, with nine Commission members 
voting (all but Commissioner Nottoli). 
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REGULAR AGENDA 
 
5. Receive Executive Director report 
 
 Executive Director Vink recognized and welcomed several members of the audience: 

Ms. Marian Norris, representing Ex-Officio Commissioner Senator Galgiani, Ms. Ella 
Strain, representing Ex-Officio Commissioner Assemblyman Frazier and Ms. Lynn 
Sadler, Deputy Director of the Division of Boating and Waterways at the California 
Department of Parks and Recreation.  

 
 Mr. Vink gave an update on the following items: Delta Heritage Initiative, Rural Urban 

Connection Strategy, Delta Flood Risk Management Assessment District Feasibility 
Study, Delta Leadership Program, Commission land use comments, 2016 Legislative 
Session and a budget update. 

  
 
6. Receive Delta Protection Advisory Committee (DPAC) report 
 
 Commissioner Elliott introduced DPAC Chair Mark Pruner, who reported on the 

January 19, 2016 DPAC meeting; highlights included  the resignation of Mr. Jeff Hart 
who represented recreation interests, election of Mark Pruner as chairman for another 
year, and a recommendation to create three public members on DPAC,  following the 
jurisdictional lines of the North Delta Water Agency, Central Delta Water Agency and 
South Delta Water Agency.  

 
 Executive Director Vink stated he will bring the DPAC’s proposed charter amendment 

back to the Commission at the March meeting.    
  
 Commissioner Elliott called for public comment and there was none. 
 
 
7. Receive report on CA WaterFix permitting and next steps – Ken Bogdan, California 

Department of Water Resources; Diane Riddle, State Water Resources Control 
Board; Zachary Simmons, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers  
 
Executive Director Vink stated that the purpose of the panel is to help walk the 
Commissioners through the permitting process that CA WaterFix will be undergoing as 
it proceeds. 
 
Mr. Vink introduced the panel, who gave individual presentations on the permitting 
actions and processes of their respective agencies. 
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Mr. Kenneth Bogdan, Senior Staff Counsel, Department of Water Resources; Ms. Diane 
Riddle, Environmental Program Manager of the Bay-Delta and Hearings section for the 
State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB); and, Mr. Zachary Simmons, Senior 
Regulatory Project Manager, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE).     
 

Commissioner Elliott asked for public comment and the following individuals 
provided comments or asked questions: Ms. Melinda Terry (CA Central Valley 
Flood Control Association/North Delta Water Agency), Ms. Anna Swenson 
(North Delta C.A.R.E.S.), Mr. Erik Ringleberg (Local Agencies of the North 
Delta), Ms. Barbara Daly (DPAC member), Mr. Mark Wilson (Clarksburg 
resident). 

 
Following the panel’s reporting, the Commission requested a follow-up letter from Mr. 
Vink to USACE and SWRCB, to ask the questions included in the staff report. 
 
 

8.  Consider approval of trail segments for Great California Delta Trail (Big Break 
Regional Shoreline Trail in City of Oakley; Clarksburg Branch Line Trail and Riverwalk 
Trail in City of West Sacramento)  
 
Ms. Adele Lagomarsino, Senior Environmental Planner to the Commission, gave an 
update on the Great California Delta Trail and requested approval of the designation of 
the Big Break Regional Shoreline Trail, Clarksburg Branch Line Trail, Sycamore Trail and 
Riverwalk Trail as segments of the Great California Delta Trail.   
 
Commissioner Elliott asked for public comment and the following individuals provided 
comments: Ms. Barbara Daly (DPAC member) and Mr. Mike Hardin (Friends of the 
Sacramento River Parkway). 
 
MOTION:   It was moved by Commissioner White and seconded by Commissioner 
Nakanishi to approve the designation of the Big Break Regional Shoreline Trail, 
Clarksburg Branch Line Trail, Sycamore Trail and Riverwalk Trail as segments of the 
Great California Delta Trail; in a voice vote, the motion carried unanimously, with nine 
Commission members voting (all but Commissioner Nottoli, who left the meeting at 
7:55 p.m.).  
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9.  Consider approval of 2015 Delta Protection Commission Annual Report 
 

Ms. Nicole Bert, Communication Specialist to the Commission, introduced this item 
and stated Public Resources Code Section 29780 requires the Commission to submit an 
annual report to the Governor and Legislature on progress made towards achievement 
of the statutory objectives of the Commission.  Ms. Bert requested the Commission 
approve the content of the Draft 2015 Annual Report.  
 

 MOTION:   It was moved by Commissioner Scriven and seconded by Commissioner 
Ferguson to approve the 2015 Annual Report; in a voice vote, the motion carried 
unanimously with nine Commissioners present. 
 

10.  Commissioner Comments/Announcements 
 

Commissioner Elliott asked for Commissioner comments or announcements and there 
were none.   

  
11.  Closed Session 
   

Commissioner Elliott adjourned the meeting at 8:19 p.m. and convened into Closed 
Session at 8:24 p.m. to discuss the Executive Director performance evaluation. 

 
Commissioner Elliott reported out of Closed Session at 8:40 p.m. A personnel 
subcommittee consisting of Chair Piepho, Vice Chair Thomson and Commissioner 
Nottoli was formed to finalize the Executive Director performance evaluation.  

 
 
12.  Adjourn 
 
  Commissioner Elliott adjourned the meeting at 8:41 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

 
 


