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BAY DELTA CONSERVATION PLAN/CALIFORNIA WATERFIX 
UPDATE 

January 2016 

PROTECTING CALIFORNIA'S WATER SUPPLIES 

• The existing system is outdated, inefficient and in need of repair. 

• Without fixes to our water supply infrastructure, the Delta and the 
state’s economy face threats. 
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FUNDAMENTAL PURPOSE 

• To make physical and operational improvements to 
the State Water Project system in the Delta necessary 
to restore and protect ecosystem health, water 
supplies of the SWP and CVP south-of-Delta, and 
water quality within a stable regulatory framework, 
consistent with statutory and contractual obligations 

6/16/2015 

BDCP DRAFT EIR/EIS ALTERNATIVES 
(DECEMBER 2013) 

• 15 action alternatives and No Action/No Project 
Alternative described and analyzed 

• Alternatives include: 

– Water conveyance facilities and five basic alignments 

– Operational criteria under eight scenarios 

– Habitat restoration and conservation activities 

– Measures to reduce stressors on covered species in the 
Delta 
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15 Draft EIR/EIS Action Alternatives: 
The Draft EIR/EIS alternatives represent a combination of water conveyance configurations, capacities and 
operational criteria, habitat restoration and conservation targets, stressor reduction measures, and various 
avoidance and minimization measures.  
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NOTE: A full description of the 15 Action Alternatives, and the No Action Alternative, can be found in Chapter 3 (Alternatives) of the Draft EIR/EIS. 

Action Alternative 
Examples 

Alternative 4:  
• CEQA (or state)  
   Preferred Project 
• Recently improved to  
   reduce the footprint  
   by nearly one-half of  
   its original size 

 
Alternative 1B:  
• Eastern Delta lined 
   or unlined open canal 
• Five intakes between 
   Clarksburg and 
   Walnut Grove 

Alternative 9:  
• Screened intakes at 
   Delta Cross Channel 
   and Georgiana Slough 
• Four basic corridors: 
   - North Delta corridor 
   - South Delta corridor 
   - San Joaquin 
     separate fish 
     movement corridor 
   - Mokelumne 
     separate fish 
     movement corridor N/A 

Isolated 

DRAFT EIR/EIS AND RDEIR/SDEIS 
 

• Draft BDCP and Draft EIR/EIS released for public review 
December 13, 2013 

• Over 12,000 comment letters received during comment 
period 

• Modification of and addition to Proposed Project and 
Alternatives and other revisions to DEIR/EIS triggered 
preparation of Partially Recirculated Draft 
Environmental Impact Report (RDEIR)/Supplemental 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement (SDEIS) 
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RDEIR/SDEIS ALTERNATIVES 
(JULY 2015) 

 
• Released July 10, 2015 (comment period ended October 30, 2015) 
• 3 sub-alternatives for analysis (in ELT and LLT): 

– 5 intakes (2D) 
– 3 intakes (4A) 
– 1 intake (5A) 

• No fifty year permit/assurances sought 
• No “conservation measures” proposed; only “restoration” is 

necessary to offset construction and operation impacts of the 
proposed project 

• ESA compliance through Section 7; CESA compliance through Section 
2081(b) 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

ALTERNATIVE 4A 

• Maintains the basic intake/conveyance infrastructure as proposed in 
Alternative 4 (BDCP) 

• Replaces Alternative 4 (BDCP) as the CEQA preferred project 

• Separates conveyance facility and habitat restoration measures into two 
separate efforts – California WaterFix and California EcoRestore 

• Reflection of public comments 

• Fulfills requirements of 2009 Delta Reform Act to meet co-equal goals 

6/16/2015 
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STATE-OF-THE-ART SOLUTION 

• Prudent, science-driven, achievable 

• Protect economy and public safety 

• Project covers several areas: 

– Water security 

– Climate change adaptation 

– Environmental protection 

– Seismic safety  
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WATER DELIVERY UPGRADE 
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MAJOR ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW PROCESSES 

• CEQA/NEPA 

• ESA (USFWS/NMFS): BA working draft posted 

• CESA (DFW): 2081(b) permit application pending 

• Water Rights Change Petition and Section 401 of CWA 
(SWRCB) 

• Section 404 of CWA; Section 10 and 14 of Rivers & 
Harbors Act (USACE) 

• Other: 1602 CA F&G Code; Delta Plan Consistency; Land 
Use Authorizations 

1/20/2016 

PERMITTING PROCESSES 
STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD 

• Water Rights: joint petition (with Reclamation) for 
change in point of diversion 

– Required prior to construction per the Delta Reform Act 

• Section 401 of CWA – water quality certification (in 
conjunction with permit required under Section 404 
of the CWA)  

1/20/2016 
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PERMITTING PROCESSES 
U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

• Section 404 of CWA – for discharge of dredged or fill 
material into “waters of the United States” 
– Triggers need for 401 certification (see previous slide) 

• Section 10 of RHA – for activities in, over, or under 
“navigable waters” 

• Section 14 of RHA (also known as “408 permit”) – for 
alterations of existing USACE civil works projects 

• Also requires compliance with NEPA, Section 7 of ESA, 
Section 106 of NHPA  

1/20/2016 

QUESTIONS 
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