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AGENDA ITEM 5:  Executive Director report – January 21, 2016 

Prepared by:  Erik Vink     Presented by: Erik Vink 

Requested Action:  Receive report 

****************************************************************************** 

Executive Director Report 
January 21, 2016 

 
Program and Project Update 
 

1. Delta Heritage Area Initiative (DelHAI):  
 

Delta Community Action Planning:  Commission, Sacramento County, and Sacramento 
State Center for Collaborative Policy staff are working with Courtland and Walnut Grove 
residents to develop action plans for each community.  During the second round of 
workshops (December 1 in Walnut Grove, December 3 in Courtland), participants 
discussed actions the community can take regarding governance, quality of life, 
economic development, transportation, and public safety.  Commission staff are 
currently preparing draft action plans, which will be reviewed by the communities at a 
third round of workshops in late February or March.  The Delta Community Action 
Planning project will soon expand to one to two other Delta communities. 

 
2. Rural Urban Connection Strategy (RUCS):  RUCS is an analysis pioneered by the 

Sacramento Area Council of Governments (SACOG) leading to an economic and 
environmental sustainability strategy for agricultural areas.  The Commission is working 
with the Delta Conservancy to undertake RUCS analysis for all five Delta counties with 
Proposition 1 funding provided by a Delta Conservancy interagency agreement.  The 
Commission would then execute an interagency agreement with SACOG to complete 
the work.  Following initial discussions with local officials in the five counties, the 
Conservancy is drafting a project scope for consideration at its March 2016 meeting.  It 
is anticipated that the Commission will receive a briefing and be asked to approve 
associated documents at its meeting on March 17.  
 

3. Delta Flood Risk Management Assessment District Feasibility Study:  Commission staff 
anticipate holding the first meeting of the stakeholder working group in early February; 
we also anticipate convening the Commission subcommittee for a February meeting.  
The M.Cubed team conducted interviews with the first round of stakeholders and 
potential working group members.  Current work focuses on: 

• Beneficiaries’ investment and risk analysis, starting with the Delta Stewardship 
Council’s Delta Levee Investment Strategy (DLIS) beneficiaries and further 
defining those beneficiaries consistent with State Water Resources Control 
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Board beneficial uses, and working with Department of Water Resources to 
ensure thoroughness and consistency.  

• Estimating total value of economic activities linked to the Delta, e.g., 
infrastructure, water supply, agriculture, etc.  

• Describing methods for assessing regional economic impacts using an economic 
model (IMPLAN) for Delta counties and other studies for the rest of California.  

• Including valuation for legacy communities and Delta as Place. 
 
The team has prepared draft memos on: 

• The funding history of delta levee improvements (with data from DWR); 
• The financial and legal constraints that affect assessments, fees, and other 

approaches to funding Delta levee improvements; 
• The history and current status of funding Delta emergency services; 
• The five “archetypes” (constructed examples) that will be used to analyze 

potential financial mechanisms. 

 
4. Delta Leadership Program:  The Commission, in conjunction with the Delta Regional 

Foundation and consistent with the Commission’s 2015-2020 Implementation Plan, has 
launched a pilot effort to develop the knowledge, skills and capabilities of a select group 
of Delta leaders.  The first seminar was held in the State Capitol on January 8 and 
featured speakers on Delta legislation and policy.  The seminar concluded with a 
reception at the Sutter Club.  The next session will be on February 19 in Stockton, and 
will focus on agriculture and water. 
 
The 22 participants in the program are: 
 

• Amanda Beck, Senior Project Manager-Sacramento Municipal Utilities District         
(Clarksburg)  

• Kathy Bunton, Owner-Delta Kayak Adventures (Antioch)  
• Ryan Camero, Arts Activist-Restore the Delta (Stockton) 
• Lea Castleberry, Deputy Chief of Staff-Contra Costa County Supervisor Mary 

Piepho (Discovery Bay) 
• Barbara Daly, Owner-Delta Heartbeat Tours (Clarksburg) 
• Roni Gehlke, Executive Director-Delta Science Center (Oakley) 
• Meghan Hertel, Director of Working Lands-Audubon California (Sacramento) 
• Lauren Korth, Volunteer-Restore the Delta (Isleton) 
• Nicholas Lavoie, Bay-Delta Public Lands Manager-State Lands Commission 

(Sacramento) 
• Jeannie Mathews, Manager-Willow Berm Marina (Isleton) 
• Marian Norris, Senior Field Representative-State Senator Cathleen Galgiani 

(Stockton) 
• Emily Pappalardo, Civil Engineer-DCC Engineering (Walnut Grove) 
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• Erica Rodriguez-Langley, Senior Field Representative-State Assemblymember Jim 
Frazier (Tracy) 

• John Stump, Owner/President-Flint Builders (Courtland) 
• Anna Swensen, Co-Director-North Delta C.A.R.E.S. (Clarksburg) 
• Justin van Loben Sels, Owner-Amistad Freight (Walnut Grove) 
• John Vasquez, Supervisor-County of Solano (Vacaville) 
• Esperanza Vielma, Executive Director-Café Co-op (Stockton) 
• Timothy Waits, Past President-Clarksburg Winegrowers' and Vintners' 

Association (Clarksburg) 
• Craig Watanabe, Mandeville Island Manager-CCRC Farms (Lodi) 
• Jeffrey Wingfield, Director of Public Affairs-Port of Stockton (Stockton) 
• Chuck Winn, Supervisor-County of San Joaquin (Ripon) 

 
5. Commission Land Use Comments:  As part of the Commission’s responsibility to ensure 

that local land use decisions in the Delta are consistent with the Land Use and Resource 
Management Plan (LURMP), staff prepare comment letters to advise local agencies on 
their projects’ consistency with the LURMP; the Commission also frequently comments 
on State and federal projects that would impact Delta resources.  The chart below lists 
the comment letters prepared by Commission staff from November 10, 2015 through 
January 8, 2016. 

Land Use Projects – Comment Letters 
November 10, 2015 through January 8, 2016 

County Project Substantial Primary 
Zone 

Secondary 
Zone 

In Both 
Zones 

Contra Costa IS/ND for the Contra Costa 
County Climate Action Plan 
 
IS/MND for Balfour Road 
Shoulder Widening (SCH No. 
2015112014) 
 
Wireless Telecommunication 
Facilities Ordinance Chapter 88-
24 
 
Petersen Winery (LP 15-2022) 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       X 

 
 
 

X 

X 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        X 

Sacramento Vasquez Williamson Act 
Contract Rescission/New 
Contract Execution and 
Reconveyance and Acceptance 
of Development Rights 
 
Brannan Island Wireless Facility 
Modification (PLNP2015-00201) 

        X 
 
 
 
 
 
       X 
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San Joaquin Minor Subdivision Application 
(PA-1500230) 

 
 

       X 
 

  

Solano Permit Application No. U-15-04 
for SolAgra Corporation on Ryer 
Island 
 
Initial Study and Proposed 
Negative Declaration for Miner 
Slough Bridge Project (SCH 
2015112011) 

X 
 

       X 
 
 
 

       X 

  

Yolo NOP for Bogle Wind Turbine 
Project Draft EIR 
(SCH#2015102072) 
 
Gary Albertson (PMA 
Inc.)/Watermark Farms, LLC 
Agricultural Surface Mining 
Permit (ZF #2013-0020) 

 
X 
 

 
X 

 
 
 
 

X 

 

Multi-County NOI/NOP for Sacramento River 
Flood Control Project General 
Reevaluation 
 
CA WaterFix–Public Notice SPK-
2008-00861 (USACE Permit) 
 
Draft EIR/EIS for Proposed Delta 
Research Station (SCH 
2014122017) 
 
DWR Small Community Flood 
Risk Reduction Program Draft 
Guidelines 

X 
 
 
 

X 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

X 

X 
 
 
 

X 
 
 
 
 
 
 

X 
 

 
Administrative Update 
 

1. 2016 Legislative Session:  Senator Wolk introduced SB 554, legislation to remove the 
sunset date for the 75% State cost share under the Delta Levee Subvention Program; 
under existing statute, the State cost share will decrease to 50% on July 1, 2018.  The bill 
passed the Senate Natural Resources and Water Committee on a unanimous vote 
January 12, and will next be heard in the Senate Appropriations Committee.  Consistent 
with Vision 2030 objective L.2.4 and the Commission’s approval of a levee policy 
statement advocating retention of the Delta Levee Subvention Program at its November 
2015 meeting, Commission staff will advocate support for Senator Wolk’s bill.  
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The Legislature reconvened on January 4, 2016; February 19 is the last day for bills to be 
introduced in the current session concluding at the end of August.  
 

2. Budget Update:  The Governor's proposed budget for the 2016-17 fiscal year was 
released January 7.  It includes stable funding for Commission staff and operations, and 
a $150,000 augmentation for updating Economic Sustainability Plan policies related to 
agriculture.   
 
For the current fiscal year 2015-16, see the attached overview through November 2015, 
with distributed allocations across general Theme Areas identified in the Vision 2030 
Strategic Plan.  Adjustments to project and program costs occur through the fiscal year 
as it progresses.     

 
Upcoming Events: 
 

• February Weekends: Sandhill Crane Tours, Isenberg Crane Reserve, Woodbridge 
www.wildlife.ca.gov/Regions/3/Crane-Tour  

 
• February 6-7: Original Sturgeon Derby, Foundation Sports Club, Bay Point 

www.originalsturgeonderby.com  
 

• March 5: Delta Blues Festival Benefit Concert, Antioch 
www.deltabluesfestival.net/benefit-concert.html  

 
• March 17: Delta Protection Commission Meeting, Ryde 


