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DRAFT Delta Protection Commission Meeting 

Thursday, November 19, 2015 
  

University Plaza Waterfront Hotel 
110 W. Fremont Street, Stockton, CA 95202 

 
 

 
 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE AGENDA 
 
 
1.  Call to Order/Flag Salute 
 Chair Piepho called the meeting to order at 5:35 p.m. and initiated the flag salute. 
 
2.   Roll Call 

 Present: Chair Piepho, Vice Chair Thomson and Commissioners Elliott, Ferguson, 
Richardson, Scriven, Lofthus, van Loben Sels, Villegas, Ferrara, and Eddy.  Subsequent 
to the roll call, Commissioner Nottoli arrived at 5:39 p.m. and Commissioner Bugsch 
arrived at 6:11 p.m. 

 
 Absent (with no alternate present): Commissioners Cabaldon and Kelly  
 
 A quorum was established with 11 Commissioners present. 
 
  

3.  Welcome and Public Comment.  Opportunity for the Public to Address the 
 Commission Regarding Items Not on the Agenda 

 
Chair Piepho welcomed the other members of the Commission, staff, and audience.  
She asked for public comment and there was none.  

 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
4.  Approval of September 17, 2015 Meeting Minutes 
 
5.  Approval of the Commission meeting calendar for 2016  
 

 MOTION:  It was moved by Commissioner Richardson and seconded by 
Commissioner Ferrara to approve the consent agenda; in a voice vote, the motion 
carried unanimously with Commissioners Nottoli and Bugsch not yet present. 
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REGULAR AGENDA 
 
 
6. Receive report on Regional Opportunity Index for the Delta – Dr. Chris Benner, UC 

Davis Center for Regional Change 
 
 Commission Program Manager Jennifer Ruffolo introduced Dr. Chris Benner, UC Davis 

Center for Regional Change.   
 

Dr. Benner presented the results of the Regional Opportunity Index analysis for the 
Delta. His research analyzed key community and regional disparities, and identified 
areas for future research and investments to improve education, health, civic 
engagement, and economic prosperity for Delta residents.  Ms. Ruffolo stated she 
would work with Dr. Benner in the near term regarding strategies for additional 
research. 
 
Ms. Marian Norris of Senator Cathleen Galgiani’s office spoke on the matter.  The 
following discussion considered that other rural areas of California may have similar 
challenges. 
 
 

7. Receive report on CA WaterFix permitting and next steps – Invited representative 
from California Department of Water Resources; Diane Riddle (State Water 
Resources Control Board); invited representative from U.S. Army Corps of Engineers  
 
Executive Director Vink acknowledged the attendance of Ms. Marian Norris from 
Senator Cathleen Galgiani’s office and Ms. Erica Rodriguez-Langley from Assemblyman 
Jim Frazier’s office.  
 
Mr. Vink stated the panel presentation that was intended for this agenda item would 
be rescheduled to the January 2016 meeting; both Department of Water Resources 
and the State Water Resources Control Board are already confirmed for January 21, 
2016.  
 
Mr. Vink then gave a brief background on recent Commission activities related to CA 
WaterFix; the Commission submitted a comment letter under the Executive Director’s 
signature, as authorized by the Commission at its July 16 meeting.  The Commission 
also submitted letters to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers on the required Corps 
permit – the first asking for an extension of the comment period deadline and public 
meetings in the Delta, and the most recent providing comment on the permit 
application.   
 
Chair Piepho asked for public comment and there was none.  
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8.   Receive Executive Director report 
    

Mr. Vink reported that Commission staff convened the first meeting of the Delta as 
Place Interagency Working Group on November 5th; Commission staff have also 
teamed with Sacramento County and Sacramento State's Center for Collaborative 
Policy to develop community action plans for Courtland and Walnut Grove; 
Commission staff worked this past fall with the Delta Agency Science Working Group 
to increase consideration of necessary socioeconomic scientific research in the Delta; 
Commission staff participated in the Delta Independent Science Board’s October 14 
public meeting to consider research into “Delta as Place”; the Commission will likely 
receive a briefing on a Delta-wide agricultural analysis (RUCS) and be asked to approve 
associated documents at a future meeting. 
 
Also, Commission staff and the M.Cubed project manager met with the Commission 
Delta Flood Risk Management Assessment District subcommittee on October 13 to 
provide a project overview and discuss stakeholder outreach, with the first round of 
stakeholder interviews being scheduled; Delta Flood Preparedness Week was held 
October 19-24 and culminated in the second Delta Flood Safety Fair on October 24, 
which was well attended with the number of exhibitors doubling from 2014; the 2016 
Flood Preparedness Calendar will be mailed to approximately 5,000 residents and 
businesses in the Primary Zone before the Thanksgiving holiday; the Commission will 
be ready to assist with any El Niño preparedness efforts that would facilitate local-
State-federal cooperation in a flood emergency; Commission staff will release the 
Recreation Infrastructure Inventory in the near future, updating the 2005 edition 
issued by the Commission; the Commission, in conjunction with the Delta Regional 
Foundation and consistent with its 2015-2020 Implementation Plan, is launching the 
Delta Leadership Program, a pilot effort to develop the knowledge, skills and 
capabilities of a select group of Delta leaders. 
 
Mr. Vink reported on  land use project comment letters prepared by Commission staff 
from September 9 through November 9, 2015; provided a summary of bills enacted in 
the 2015 legislative session of significance to the Commission (AB 1323 and SB 88), 
along with the introduction of SB 223; mentioned the proposed water bond initiative 
for the November 2016 ballot; stated the Governor's proposed budget for the 2016-17 
fiscal year is expected to be released by January 10, 2016 and may include an 
augmentation to the Commission's budget to assist in updating the Economic 
Sustainability Plan; stated that staff will prepare a draft of the 2015 Annual Report for 
Commission consideration at its January 2016 meeting; and expressed an interest in 
initiating an  Executive Director performance review at the Commission’s January 2016 
meeting. 
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Mr. Vink acknowledged and thanked Ms. Nicole Rinke, Deputy Attorney General, 
stating this will be her last meeting as interim Counsel for the Delta Protection 
Commission.   
 
Chair Piepho requested that more focus be placed on the National Heritage Area effort 
for 2016.   

 
MOTION:   It was moved by Commissioner Nottoli and seconded by Vice Chair 
Thomson to approve the Executive Director’s report; in a voice vote, the motion 
carried unanimously with 13 Commissioners voting.  

 
 
9.  Receive Delta Protection Advisory Committee (DPAC) report  

 
Chair Piepho introduced DPAC Chair Mark Pruner who reported that DPAC continued 
its discussion of Delta levee policy at its October 8 meeting.  At that meeting, the 
Committee developed recommendations for the Commission on Delta levee policy.  
The following specific recommendations were discussed at the October 13 Commission 
Delta Flood Risk Management Assessment District subcommittee meeting.  The 
subcommittee deferred action on that date and expressed interest in having more 
context for the specific recommendations. 
 
Mr. Pruner stated that DPAC is asking the Commission to endorse and convey the 
following specific recommendations to the Delta Stewardship Council as the Delta 
Levee Investment Strategy (DLIS) principles are discussed further: 
 

1) Never leave the Delta primary zone without reliable and sustainable levee funding.  
 

2) The unique Delta values (cultural, recreational, natural resource and agricultural) 
shall be considered for all levee funding decisions.   

 
3) Protecting levees is essential to protection of Delta roadways for emergency 

response.   
 

4) The best available data for informing levee investments must be used or retrieved.  
 

5) Retain the Delta levee subventions program in its current form.   
 
MOTION:   It was moved by Vice Chair Thomson and seconded by Commissioner 
Elliott to adopt the DPAC recommendations with the addition of “in science” in item 
number four, to read, “The best available data in science”; in a voice vote, the motion 
carried unanimously.  
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10.  Receive report on Clarksburg Area Community Plan and consider action to determine 
the general plan as consistent with Public Resources Code 29763.5 

 
Mr. Blake Roberts, Commission Senior Environmental Planner and lead planner for 
Sacramento and Yolo Counties, stated the Delta Protection Act requires that the 
Commission review and approve, by majority vote, any proposed local government 
general plan amendments affecting the primary zone.  The approval must include 
specific written findings regarding the potential impact of the proposed amendments 
based on substantial evidence in the record.  The Commission has 60 days to act on 
the general plan amendments from their date of submittal.  

 
He further stated the Commission approved the Yolo County 2030 General Plan and 
2001 Clarksburg Community Plan as consistent with the Commission’s Land Use and 
Resource Management Plan in a 2012 vote.  On September 29, 2015, the Yolo County 
Board of Supervisors adopted a resolution rescinding the 2001 Clarksburg Community 
Plan, adopting a revised Clarksburg Area Community Plan, and changing the land use 
designation at the Old Sugar Mill site from Industrial to Commercial General. 

 
This 2015 General Plan Amendment included a comprehensive update of the 2001 
Clarksburg Community Plan, including goals, policies, and implementation strategies, 
and updated land use maps.  The County determined that the revised land use 
designation better reflects current and future uses at the Old Sugar Mill and allows for 
a broader range of uses related to the wine-making and tourism industries.  
References to residential development at the Old Sugar Mill had been deleted from 
the 2001 version, which provides consistency with a 2006 Commission decision on land 
uses at that site. 
 
Yolo County submitted the adopted General Plan Amendment, along with the 
September 29, 2015 Board meeting minutes, for Commission review and approval on 
October 12, 2015.   
 
After reviewing plan goals, policies, and implementation strategies, Commission staff 
opined that the 2015 Clarksburg Area Community Plan is consistent with the required 
findings.  Staff had earlier sent a comment letter on September 9, 2015 to Yolo County 
staff expressing its opinion that the plan was consistent with the Commission’s Land 
Use and Resource Management Plan.  Further, staff review found that plan goals and 
policies will not result in a degraded environment, reduced public access, increased 
flood hazards, or adverse impacts on agricultural lands, agricultural practices, levees, 
or navigation. 
 
Mr. Roberts requested the Commission adopt the revised draft resolution number 15-
02, expressing approval of the Yolo County General Plan Amendment. 
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 Chair Piepho asked for public comment: Mr. Mark Pruner, Clarksburg resident, 
thanked Commissioner Villegas for his support of the Plan. 

  
 MOTION:   It was moved by Commissioner Villegas and seconded by Commissioner 

Richardson to adopt the resolution; in a voice vote, the motion carried unanimously.  
 

11.  Commissioner Comments/Announcements 
 

Chair Piepho asked for Commissioner comments or announcements and there were 
none.  She thanked the State agency representatives for their support of the levee 
policy statement.  
 

  
12.  Adjourn 
 
  Chair Piepho adjourned the meeting at 7:01 p.m. 


