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The	Principal	Investigator	is	Steve	Boilard,	Executive	Director,	Center	for	California	
Studies,	Sacramento	State	University.	Margo	Lentz,	administrative	assistant,	is	a	graduate	
student	in	the	Department	of	Public	History	at	Sacramento	State	University.	She	is	a	
graduate	of	Whitman	College	with	a	degree	in	history.		
	
Co‐Associate	Director	Robert	Benedetti	retired	as	the	Executive	Director	of	the	Jacoby	
Center	for	Public	Service	and	Civic	Leadership	at	the	University	of	the	Pacific.	He	is	
currently	an	adjunct	faculty	member	at	the	Center	for	California	Studies,	Sacramento	State	
University.	Dr.	Benedetti	is	a	political	scientist	and	former	Dean	of	the	College	of	the	Pacific	
with	deep	experience	in	public	humanities,	having	served	on	two	state	councils	and	the	
Federation	of	State	Humanities	Councils	board.			
Co‐Associate	Director	Margit	Aramburu	is	an	environmental	planner	by	training	and	
served	as	the	Executive	Director	of	the	Delta	Protection	Commission.	She	has	long	
experience	in	the	Delta	region	and	with	Delta	organizations.	While	Director	of	the	
University's	Natural	Resources	Institute	(2008‐12),	she	facilitated	conferences	at	Pacific	on	
topics	relating	to	the	Delta.		

Humanities	Scholars	
Greg	Camfield	is	a	Chaired	Professor	of	Literature	at	UC	Merced	and	a	scholar	of	Mark	
Twain	and	nineteenth	century	American	Literature,	particularly	in	the	West.		
Philip	Garone	is	an	historian	teaching	at	California	State	University	Stanislaus.		He	focuses	
on	environmental	history	generally,	and	the	history	of	the	Delta	specifically.		
Jennifer	Helzer	is	a	cultural	geographer	from	California	State	University	Stanislaus.	She	is	
currently	chair	of	the	Department	of	Geography	and	Anthropology.	Her	research	has	
focused	on	ethnic	communities	in	the	Central	Valley	of	California.		
Reuben	Smith,	Emeritus	Dean	and	Professor	of	History,	University	of	the	Pacific,	has	
special	expertise	in	the	history	of	transportation	and	technology.		
William	Swagerty	is	an	historian	whose	research	has	emphasized	environmental	history,	
Western	history,	and	Native	American	history.	He	is	currently	a	Chaired	Professor	of	
History	and	Director	of	the	John	Muir	Center	at	the	University	of	the	Pacific.			

Archivists	
Michael	Wurtz	is	an	archivist	at	the	Holt	Atherton	Special	Collections,	University	of	the	
Pacific.	He	has	specialized	in	regional	urban	history	and	is	currently	completing	work	on	the	
first	mental	hospital	in	California	that	was	located	in	Stockton.		
Dylan	McDonald	is	the	archivist	at	the	Center	for	Sacramento	History.		His	area	of	expertise	
is	regional	water	history	and	archives.		
Leigh	Johnsen	is	the	archivist	at	the	San	Joaquin	County	Historical	Museum.	He	has	worked	
previously	at	the	University	of	the	Pacific	and	is	knowledgeable	about	the	Holt	Atherton	
Special	Collections.		

Mentor	Institution	Representatives	
Marcia	Eymann	is	the	Executive	Director	of	the	Sacramento	History	Museum	and	the	
History	Manager	for	the	Center	for	Sacramento	History.	She	previously	served	at	the	
Oakland	Museum.		
Tod	Ruhstaller	is	the	long	serving	Director	of	the	Haggin	Museum.	His	academic	
background	is	in	anthropology	and	he	also	serves	the	Haggin	as	the	Curator	of	History.		
David	Stuart	is	currently	the	Director	of	the	San	Joaquin	County	Historical	Museum.	He	has	
worked	for	the	National	Park	Service	as	an	anthropologist	and	planner	and	in	higher	
education.	He	is	knowledgeable	in	cultural	tourism	and	is	experienced	in	exhibition	
strategies.	


