
APPENDIX C: Directory of Delta Historical and 
Cultural Organizations 
 

  

Area of Focus, 
Location 

Name and Contact Information Archival Material Topics of Interest 

Deltawide, 
Stockton    

Restore the Delta 
www.restorethedelta.org 
 
Barbara Barrigan-Parrilla 
209-475-9550 
10100 Trinity Parkway, Ste 120, 
Stockton 
 
barbara@restorethedelta.org 
 

Oral histories of current 
Delta residents 
Transcriptions of most of 
the interviews 

Contemporary history 
of the Delta 

Deltawide, 
McClellan 

California State Parks Archives 
www.parks.ca.gov 
Lola Aguilar, Archivist 
Department.archives@parks.ca.gov 
916-263-0779 
State Museum Collection Center 
4940 Lang Ave., Suite 100,  McClellan 
 
info@parks.ca.gov 
 

Bishop papers, CA dairy 
industry history, guide to 
Vallejo family papers, 
Lewis (Martha J) 
collection, Empire Mines, 
Locke Oral Histories 

See Capital District, 
below 

Deltawide, 
Oakley 

The Delta Science Center at Big Break, 
Regional Shoreline Park and Big Break 
Visitor Center 
(East Bay Regional Park District) 
www.deltasciencecenter.org 
Roni Gehlke, ED 
69 Big Break Road, Oakley 
Open: 10-6 every day 
 
info@deltasciencecenter.org 
 

Natural history displays 
Touch screen display 
about people, history, 
water 
Child and Adult Programs 
in building 
Programs on 
water/kayaking 

Delta natural history 
Water issues 
History 

Deltawide, 
Suisun 

Western Railroad Museum and Visitor 
Center 
Allan Fisher, Chair of Archives Dept 
707-374-2978, ext 116 
5848 State Highway 12, Suisun 
Open: Sat-Sun: 10:30-5, Summer: Wed-
Sun: 10:30-5 
 
info@wrm.org 
 

Trains 
Small artifacts (76,000 
cataloged items) 
Library (second and 
fourth Saturdays, 11-4) 
Bay Are Electric Railroad 
Association archives (files, 
maps, drawings) 
Street railways 
Inter-urban rail lines 
Electric rail lines 

Trains  
Buses 
Steamships 
 

http://www.parks.ca.gov/
mailto:Department.archives@parks.ca.gov
mailto:info@parks.ca.gov
http://www.deltasciencecenter.org/
mailto:info@deltasciencecenter.org
mailto:info@wrm.org


Book 
1.5 million Photographs 
Periodicals 
 

Deltawide, 
West 
Sacamento 

Delta Protection Commission 
www.delta.ca.gov 
Blake Roberts, Associate Environmental 
Planner 
916-375-4237 
2101 Stone Blvd,  West Sacramento 
 
Blake.roberts@delta.ca.gov 
 

Library 
State and local land use 
and water documents 

History of land uses in 
Delta region 

Deltawide, 
West 
Sacramento 

Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta 
Conservancy 
www.deltaconservancy.ca.gov 
Campbell Ingram, Exec Officer 
816-375-2084 
1450 Halyard Drive, Suite 6, West 
Sacramento 
 
Amanda.Bohl@deltaconservancy.ca.gov 
 

Heritage 
History  
Waterfronts 

Japanese Immigrants in 
Delta 
Contra Costa 
Waterfront 

Deltawide Capital District State Museum and 
Historic Parks: 
Capitol Museum 
California State Railroad Museum 
Governor’s Mansion State Historic Park 
Leland Stanford Mansion State Historic 
Park 
Old Sacramento State Historic Park 
Railtown 1897 State Historic Park 
(Jamestown) 
Sutter’s Fort State Historic Park 
State Indian Museum 
Woodland Opera House 
California State Parks lands: 
Brannan Island State Recreation Area: 
329 acres (recreation) 
Delta Meadows: 472 acres (dredged 
channels, old railroad alignments, 
middens) no improvements 
Stone Lake: 1,090 acres (in federal 
refuge, see below) 
Benicia State Recreation Area (see 
below) 
Benicia Capitol State Historic Park 
Cowell Ranch/John Marsh State Historic 

Landscapes—some 
manipulated, many 
similar to pre-1850 
landscape 

 

http://www.delta.ca.gov/
mailto:Blake.roberts@delta.ca.gov
http://www.deltaconservancy.ca.gov/
mailto:Amanda.Bohl@deltaconservancy.ca.gov


Park: 3,676 acres (not open to public) 
Franks Tract: 3,523 acres (water-
covered) 
Mt Diablo State Park: 20,124 acres 

Deltawide, 
Isleton 

Discover the Delta Foundation 
www.discoverthedelta.org 
Laura Gregory Lea, ED 
916-777-4442 
2510 State Highway 12, Isleton 
 
laura@discoverthedelta.org 
Ken@discoverthedelta.org 
 

Gathering information for 
proposed 
museum/displays of delta 
natural resources, history, 
water, land uses, etc. 

Deltawide 

Deltawide, 
Walnut Grove 

Sacramento River Delta Historical 
Society 
www.srdhs.org 
Cathy O’Conner, President 
Jean Harvie Community Center,  
14273 River Road, Walnut Grove 
Open: Tuesdays, by appt. 
 
srdhs@riverdeltawireless.com 
 

Oral histories  
Resource books 
DVDs 
Transcripts 
Donated collections 
Maps 
 

Communities along 
Sacramento River: 
Sacramento, Solano and 
Yolo Counties  

Deltawide Delta Regional Foundation 
“Preserve, protect, enjoy” 
 
Moni Van Camp 
www.deltaregionalfoundation.org 
 
email through web site 

Goal is to raise funds to 
support and promote 
cultural and historic 
preservation, education 
and events throughout 
the Delta; support and 
promote tourism; and 
support and promote 
agricultural projects and 
programs. 

Deltawide 

Contra Costa  Contra Costa County Historical Society 
History Center 
www.cocohistoryorg/center 
Priscilla Couden, Executive Director 
925-229-1042 
724 Escobar Street, Martinez 
Tuesday, Wed, Thursday: 9-4, Third Sat 
of Month: 10-2, and by appointment 
 
info@cocohistory.com 
 

Living archive with 
records, letters, pictures, 
maps and books. 
On-line book store. 
Historic Resources 
Inventory, 2010, 65 pages 

Countywide 

Contra Costa, 
Pleasant Hill 

Contra Costa Libraries 
Jenna Skinner, Collection Development 
Librarian 

Many books in vault: 
California Delta, 
Historically Speaking, 

 

http://www.discoverthedelta.org/
mailto:laura@discoverthedelta.org
mailto:Ken@discoverthedelta.org
http://www.srdhs.org/
mailto:srdhs@riverdeltawireless.com
http://www.deltaregionalfoundation.org/
http://www.cocohistoryorg/center
mailto:info@cocohistory.com


jskinner@ccclib.org 
1750 Oak Park Blvd, Pleasant Hill 
Also: Brentwood, Oakley, Antioch, 
Pittsburg Branches 
 
libadmin@cclib.org 
 

Delta-Estuary, Atlas, 
Historic Delta Country, 
Delta Country, Winter 
Island, Dawdling on the 
Delta, Cruising the Delta, 
Delta Country, 200 years 
of Delta, Drifting Down 
the Delta 

Contra Costa, 
Antioch 

Antioch Historical Society Museum 
Robert Martin, Pres 
925-757-1326 
1500 West 4th Street, Antioch 
Open: Wed and Sat: 1-4, by appt 
 
antiochhistoricalsociety@comcast.net 
 

Located in old high school 
on national register of 
historical places 
Newspapers: 1931-1986 
Library of books 
Aerial photos 
Native peoples 
Local history displays 
Artifacts in storage: 
1850s-present 

Antioch 

Contra Costa, 
Pittsburg 

Pittsburg Historical Society Museum 
www.pittsburghistoricalsociety.com 
Rosemarie Di Maggio, Curator 
925-439-7501 
515 Railroad Avenue, Pittsburg, 94565 
Open Wed: 1-4; Sat 10-2, by appt 
 
Rdimaggio38@att.net 
 

Artifacts 
Historical photos 
Maps 
Reference books 
Binders 
Aerial Photos 
 

Camp Stoneman (WWII) 
Port Chicago 
Italian immigrants 

Contra Costa, 
Brentwood  

East Contra Costa Historical Society and 
Museum 
www.ecchs.net 
Ann Wolfe, Historical Researcher 
Kathy Leighton, Resident Historian 
Carol Jenson 
925-516-7484 
3890 Sellars Ave, Brentwood 
Open Sat 2-4, April-Oct 
 
leightonconstr@aol.com 
 

Memorabilia 
Documents 
Photos 
NOTE: ebook files can be 
downloaded by historical 
researchers 

East Contra Costa 
County;  
Byron Hot Springs 

Contra Costa, 
Port Costa 

Port Costa School; Port Costa 
Conservation Society; Crockett 
Community Foundation 
www.portcosta.com 
 
Dee Stewart 
PO Box 113, Port Costa, CA 94569 
lwstewart@comcast.net 
 

Within community, old 
photos and information. 
Artifacts at school include 
newspaper articles 
Pictures of the school, 
town and populous 
Ledger from wheat 
shipping warehouse 
Photos of waterfront and 

Port Costa waterfront, 
Including wheat 
shipping; 
Port Costa school 

mailto:libadmin@cclib.org
mailto:antiochhistoricalsociety@comcast.net
http://www.pittsburghistoricalsociety.com/
mailto:Rdimaggio38@att.net
http://www.ecchs.net/
mailto:leightonconstr@aol.com
http://www.portcosta.com/


Ridge Greene 
ridge@rgmassociates.com 
 
 

dock 

Contra Costa, 
Martinez 

John Muir National Historic Site 
www.nps.gov 
Tom Leatherman, General 
Superintendent 
Kelli English, Interpretation 
925-228-8860, ext 6421 
4204 Alhambra Ave, Martinez 
 
[email from site only] 

House and grounds where 
John Muir lived 1890-
1914 
Photos on line 
Map of Alhambra Valley 
Ag effects on waterways 
Deeds to farmland 
Furnished with original 
and replica furniture 

John Muir 
Life in late 1800’s-early 
1900’s 

Sacramento, 
Sacramento 

Sacramento City Library 
www.saclibrary.org 
Amanda Graham, Archivist 
828 I Street, Sacramento 
Sacramento Room, Central Library 
Open:  
Sat and Sun: 1-5 
Tuesday 1-8 
Wed and Thurs: 1-6 
(closed Monday and Friday)  
 
agraham@saclibrary.org 
 

Books on Delta topics 
Reference files 
Maps 
Ephemera 

 

Sacramento, 
Sacramento 

Center for Sacramento History/ 
Sacramento History Museum 
www.centerforsacramentohistory.org 
Marcia Eymann, City Historian 
551 Sequoia Pacific Blvd, Sacramento 
Open: Wed: 4-7:45, Thursday and 
Friday: 8:15 to noon 
 
csh@cityofsacramento.org 
 

? Sacramento History 
 

Sacramento, 
Galt 

Cosumnes Preserve Visitor Center 
www.nature.org 
The Nature Conservancy 
Harry McQuillen, Manager 
916-684-2816 
13501 Franklin Blvd, Galt 
Trails open daily 
Call for Visitor center hours 
 
hmcquill@blm.gov 
 

Riparian and flood plain 
habitat area 
 

Restoration of historic 
Delta habitat (riparian 
corridor and flood 
plain) 

mailto:ridge@rgmassociates.com
http://www.nps.gov/
http://www.saclibrary.org/
mailto:agraham@saclibrary.org
http://www.centerforsacramentohistory.org/
mailto:csh@cityofsacramento.org
http://www.nature.org/
mailto:hmcquill@blm.gov


Sacramento, Elk 
Grove 

Elk Grove Heritage Park and Rhoads 
School 
Research Library at the Elk Grove Hotel 
and Stage Stop Museum, Elk Grove Park 
By appt: 916-685-8115 
 
eghs@elkgrovehistoricalsociety.com 
 

1850 stage stop 
1853 house 
1884 school 
Research Library with 
photos, books, family 
histories, local artifacts 
Newspapers and 
directories from 1851-
1910 
Also school files and 
registers, emigrant 
names, cemetery files, 
court dockets, birth, 
marriage, census, state 
militia, “great register of 
Sacramento County” 

Elk Grove area history 
Sacramento County 
history 

Sacramento, Elk 
Grove 

Stone Lakes National Wildlife Refuge 
www.fws.gov 
916-775-4421 
1624 Hood-Franklin Road, Elk Grove 
Open: Mon-Fri: 7:30-4 
 
stonelakes@fws.gov 
 

Wildlife habitat 
Trails 
Walks 
Education 
Paddle tours 
Seasonal waterfowl 
hunting 

Restoration of historic 
Delta habitat and 
landscape (flood plain) 

Sacramento, 
Locke 

California State Parks and Locke 
Foundation 
www.locketown.com 
Locke Boarding House 
Terry Lopez 
916-988-0205, ext 228 
Open: Tues and Fri: noon-4; Sat and 
Sun: 11-3 
 
lockefoundation@frontiernet.net 
 

Historic Structures Report 
Photos 
Chinese History 
Library in Locke Boarding 
House 
Oral Histories of Locke 
(Sac State Library) 

Locke 
Chinese Immigration 

Sacramento, 
Isleton 

Bing Kung Tong Building 
Isleton Brannan Andrus Historical 
Society 
www.isletonhistory.org 
Chuck Hasz, President 
916-623-5775 
 
[From website] 

Historical photos 
Artifacts 

Isleton 
Chinese Immigration 

San Joaquin,  
Stockton 

Stockton-San Joaquin County Public 
Libraries 
www.stockton.lib.ca.us 
Gretchen Louden, Reference 
Department 

Local History Collection Stockton 
San Joaquin County 

mailto:eghs@elkgrovehistoricalsociety.com
http://www.fws.gov/
mailto:stonelakes@fws.gov
http://www.locketown.com/
mailto:lockefoundation@frontiernet.net
http://www.isletonhistory.org/
http://www.stockton.lib.ca.us/


209-937-8221, ext 3 
605 N. El Dorado Street, Stockton 
 
[From website] 

San Joaquin, 
Stockton 

The Haggin Museum 
www.hagginmuseum.org 
Tod Ruhstaller, Curator 
209-940-6300 
1201 North Pershing Ave, Stockton 
 
truhstaller@hagginmuseum.org 
 

Archives History of Stockton 
San Joaquin County 

San Joaquin, 
Stockton 

University of the Pacific Library 
Michael Wurtz 
209-946-2434 
 
mwurtz@pacific.edu 
 

Holt Atherton Special 
Collections  
Archives 

? 

San Joaquin, 
Lodi 

Isenberg Crane Reserve aka 
Woodbridge Ecological Reserve 
www.dfg.ca.gov/delta/cranetour/ 
707-944-5531 
West Woodbridge Road, Lodi 
Open: Oct-Feb for guided tours and 
crane watching 
 
[no email] 

Manage lands for 
seasonal habitat for 
Sandhill cranes 

Sandhill cranes 

San Joaquin, 
Lodi 

Hill House Museum, Lodi Historical 
Society and Hill House Committee 
www.lodihistory.org 
Janice 
209-608-2778 
826 South Church Street, Lodi 
Open: Sun 1-4, by appt 
 
andrea@ericneff.com 
 

House and furnishings 
Periodical with local 
history 
Photos 
Maps 

Lodi area history 

San Joaquin, 
Lodi 

Oak Grove Nature Center 
Aricelly Benvides 
209-953-8814 
11793 North Micke Grove Road, Lodi 
Open: Sat-Sun: noon-4, by appt 
 
jrexroth@sjgov.org 
 

Displays of pre-1850 Delta 
wildlife, flora and native 
peoples 
 

 

San Joaquin, 
Lodi 

San Joaquin County Historical Museum 
www.sanjoaquinhistory.org 

Archival Records, many 
on line 

History of Stockton 
History of San Joaquin 

http://www.hagginmuseum.org/
mailto:truhstaller@hagginmuseum.org
mailto:mwurtz@pacific.edu
http://www.dfg.ca.gov/delta/cranetour/
http://www.lodihistory.org/
mailto:andrea@ericneff.com
mailto:jrexroth@sjgov.org
http://www.sanjoaquinhistory.org/


Leigh Johnsen, Archivist 
209-331-2055 
11793 North Micke Grove Road, Lodi 
Open: Wed-Sun: 11-4 
 
leighjohnsen@sanjoaquinhistory.org 
 

Reference Library 
Genealogy 
Water rights 
Photographs 
Agricultural equipment 
Biography 
 

County 

San Joaquin, 
Galt 

McFarland Living History Ranch 
Mcfarlandranch.org 
209-745-0951 
8899 Orr Road, Galt 
 
1oldgoat12@gmail.com 
 

Living history ranch Re-creation of family 
life on a ranch in the 
late 1800’s 

San Joaquin, 
Galt 
 

Rae House Museum 
Jean Oltsman 
209-745-0951 
204 Oak Ave, Galt 
 
galthistoricalsociety@gmail.com 
 

Area museum Area museum 

Solano, Fairfield Solano County Libraries 
Bonnie Katz, Director 
Serena Enger, Supervising Librarian 
707-784-1500 
1150 Kentucky St, Fairfield 
 
bkatz@solanocounty.com 
 

Fairfield Civic Center 
Branch: 
Local history 
State history monographs 
Armijo High School 
yearbooks 
City directories back to 
1915 
Many books published 
over last 200 years 
 

Solano County 
Regional northern 
California 
 

Solano, Fairfield Solano County Archives 
www.solanocountyarchives.org 
Leslie Batson 
815 Chadbourne Rd, Ste 120, Fairfield 
707-434-1101 
Tuesday and Friday: 10-2; appointment 
required 
 
info@solanocountyarchives.org 
 

  

Solano, Benicia Benicia Historical Museum 
www.beniciahistoricalmuseum.org 
Elizabeth d’Huart, ED 
707-745-5435 
2060 Camel Road, Benicia 

Online archival holdings 
10,000 historical artifacts 
Photos 
Objects 
Clothing 

Benicia Arsenal 
State Capitol 
Benicia Fire 

mailto:leighjohnsen@sanjoaquinhistory.org
mailto:1oldgoat12@gmail.com
mailto:galthistoricalsociety@gmail.com
mailto:bkatz@solanocounty.com
http://www.solanocountyarchives.org/
mailto:info@solanocountyarchives.org
http://www.beniciahistoricalmuseum.org/


Open: Wed-Sun: 1-4 
 
eliz@beniciahistoricalmuseum.org 
 

Books/Research Center 

Solano, Benicia Benicia Capitol State Historic Park 
Fischer-Hanlon House (outside only) 
and Garden 
www.protectbeniciastateparks.com 
707-745-3385 
115 West G Street, Benicia 
Open Thurs: 12-4; Fri-Sun: 10-5 
 
info@parks.ca.gov 
 

Reconstructed and 
restored buildings 
Period furnishings 
 

State Capitol 1853-1854 

Solano, Rio 
Vista 

Dutra Museum of Dredging 
www.dutramuseum.com 
650-207-6489 
345 St. Gertrude Ave, Rio Vista 
Open by appt only 
 
pdutra@dutragroup.com 
 

Photos 
Log Books 
Ledgers 
Dredge Models 
Engineering drawings 
 

History of sidedraft 
clam shell dredging 
Role of Dutra Family 
Role of Dutra 
companies 

Solano, Rio 
Vista 

Rio Vista Museum 
www.riovistamuseum.com 
Phil Pezzaglia 
707-374-6509 
Open Sat-Sun: 1:30-4:30, by appt 
 
pezzaglia@citlink.net 
 

Artifacts City of Rio Vista 

Solano, Birds 
Landing 

Bird and Dinkelspiel Store 
2145 Collinsville Road, Birds Landing 
 
[no email] 
 

On National Register of 
Historic Places (1999) 
Privately Owned 

Historic community of 
Birds Landing 

Solano, 
Vacaville 

Vacaville Heritage Council 
www.vacavilleheritagecouncil.org 
707-447-0518 
Old Town Hall 
618 East Main Street, Vacaville 
Open: Tues and Thurs: 9-2 
 
[From website] 

Publications 
Yearbooks 
Videos 
Maps 
7,000 Photographs 
Books: local and California 
History 
Referrals to other sources 

 

Yolo, Woodland Yolo County Library 
Patricia Wong, County Librarian 
530-666-8005 
226 Buckeye Street, Woodland 

  

mailto:eliz@beniciahistoricalmuseum.org
http://www.protectbeniciastateparks.com/
mailto:info@parks.ca.gov
http://www.dutramuseum.com/
mailto:pdutra@dutragroup.com
http://www.riovistamuseum.com/
mailto:pezzaglia@citlink.net
http://www.vacavilleheritagecouncil.org/


 
Patty.wong@yolocounty.org 
 

Yolo, Davis Yolo Basin Wildlife Area/Yolo Flyway 
Center 
www.yolobasin.org 
Robin Kulakow, ED 
530-756-7248 
45211 County Road 32B, Davis 
Open: Mon-Fri: 8-4 
 
robin@yolobasin.org 
 

Own and manages lands 
in partnership with Dept 
of Fish and Game 
Education programs for 
students 
Special events 

Water flows in Yolo 
Bypass 
Wildlife in Yolo Bypass 
 

Yolo County Yolo County Archives 
Meredith Sarmento 
530-666-8010 
226 Buckeye Street, Woodland 
Open Tues: 9-1, Thurs: Noon-4, call for 
appt 
 
archives@yolocounty.org 
 
 

  

 Interested Parties:   
Deltawide Jane Wagner-Tyack 

League of Women Voters of San 
Joaquin County 
(209) 365-1986 
(209) 642-5105 (cell) 
JaneTyack@mac.com 

  

Updated July 2015 
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